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It consists in the combination of two persons or groups to satisfy
a great common interest while minor antagonisms of interest
which exist between them are suppressed. The plants and ani-
mals of the desert are rivals for what water there is, but they
combine as if with an intelligent purpose to attain to a maximum
of life under the conditions. There are many cases of animals
who cooperate in the same way. Our farmers put crows and
robins under a protective taboo because the birds destroy insects.
The birds also destroy grain and fruits, but this is tolerated on
account of their services. Madame Pommerol says of the inhabi-
tants of Sahara that the people of the towns and the nomads are
enemies by caste and race, but allies in interest. The nomads
need refuge and shelter. The townspeople need messengers and
transportation. Hence ties of contract, quarrels, fights, raids,
vengeances, and reconciliations for the sake of common enter-
prises of plunder.1 Antagonistic cooperation is the most produc-
tive form of combination in high civilization. It is a high action
of the reason to overlook lesser antagonisms in order to work
together for great interests. Political parties are constantly forced
to do it. In the art of the statesman it is a constant policy. The
difference between great parties and factions in any parliamentary
system is of the first importance ; that difference consists in the
fact that parties can suppress minor differences, and combine for
what they think most essential to public welfare, while factions
divide and subdivide on petty differences. Inasmuch as the sup-
pression of minor differences means a suppression of the emotional
element, while the other policy- encourages the narrow issues in
regard to which feeling is always most intense, the former policy
allows far less play to feeling and passion.

22. Hunger, love, vanity, and fear. There are four great
motives of human action which come into play when some num-
ber of human beings are in juxtaposition under jthe same life
conditions. These are hunger, sex passion, vanity, and fear (of
ghosts and spirits). Under each of these motives there are
interests. Life consists in satisfying interests, for "life," in a
society, is a career of action and effort expended on both the

1 Une Pemms chez les Sahariennes^ 105.